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May 26, 2019    Memorial Day Sunday       Exodus 12:14, 21-28                COJLBC 

 

  

Take Time To Remember  by Mark Jarvinen 

 
 14 “This is a day you are to commemorate; for the generations to 
come you shall celebrate it as a festival to the LORD—a lasting 
ordinance…. 
21

 Then Moses summoned all the elders of Israel and said to them, “Go 
at once and select the animals for your families and slaughter the 
Passover lamb. 22 Take a bunch of hyssop, dip it into the blood in the 
basin and put some of the blood on the top and on both sides of the 
doorframe. None of you shall go out of the door of your house until 
morning. 23 When the LORD goes through the land to strike down the 
Egyptians, he will see the blood on the top and sides of the doorframe 
and will pass over that doorway, and he will not permit the destroyer to 
enter your houses and strike you down. 
24 “Obey these instructions as a lasting ordinance for you and your 
descendants. 25 When you enter the land that the LORD will give you as 
he promised, observe this ceremony. 26 And when your children ask 
you, ‘What does this ceremony mean to you?’ 27 then tell them, ‘It is 
the Passover sacrifice to the LORD, who passed over the houses of the 
Israelites in Egypt and spared our homes when he struck down the 
Egyptians.’” Then the people bowed down and worshiped. 28 The 
Israelites did just what the LORD commanded Moses and Aaron. 
 

 Tomorrow we celebrate Memorial Day as a national holiday.  

There are many stories as to the actual beginnings of Memorial 

Day in honor of the Civil War dead, with over two-dozen cities and 

towns laying claim to being the birthplace of this special day. On May 

30, 1868, three years after the Civil War ended, General John 

Logan, National Commander of the Army, in his official proclamation, 

stated that it was not important where Memorial Day began, but it was 

important that it be established, since after the Civil War, our nation 

needed to bind up its wounds and once again become the United 

States of America.  It wasn’t until 98 years later, in May of 1966, that 
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Waterloo, NY, was officially declared the birthplace of Memorial 

Day by President Lyndon Johnson. 

 In our time, on the last Monday of every May, we set aside that 

day as Memorial Day, to remember and honor the approximately 2.8 

million men and women who have given their lives in the service of 

this country since its inception. We have freedom today because of 

brave soldiers who made the supreme sacrifice, dying for the 

country they loved.  (Let us honor them with a moment of 

silence.) 

 Today because of the grace of God and the sacrifice of patriots 

who put their lives on the line, we have personal liberties of which the  

citizens of some nations can only dream.  Thankfully, we  as 

Christians also have a heritage of millions who have gone on 

before us and have given their lives for the spreading of the 

Gospel around the world.  We are Christians today because some 

faithful believer or group of believers shared their faith with us. 

Ultimately, if you are one who has been set free from the tyranny of sin 

today, it’s because Jesus, Son of God and Son of Man, became one of 

us and gave His life for ours so that we could be spared.  Give God 

praise today for His gift of salvation and the messengers who delivered 

the good news to us at great personal cost. (In a moment of silent 

prayer, give thanks for those who have sacrificed greatly, even 

giving their lives in the spreading of the Gospel.) 

 

 Let’s consider today why it is important to take time to 

remember.  First … 

I. MEMORIALS REMIND US OF THE PAST. 

 In Exodus 12, the Lord wanted His people to remember their 
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deliverance from Egypt as “a lasting ordinance,” throughout all 

generations. 

 
”This is a day you are to commemorate; for the generations to 
come you shall celebrate it as a festival to the Lord – a lasting 
ordinance” (Exodus 12:14).  
 
 This commemoration of the Passover, when the angel of death 

passed over the first born of Israel, because the blood of a perfect 

lamb was painted on the doorposts of their homes, was to forever be a 

time to teach the children and to remind themselves of how great 

God is. 

 It’s sad how many with a Christian heritage today act as though 

God is irrelevant to daily life.  Too few professing Christians live 

distinctively vibrant lives, in which their faith seems to make a positive 

impact on others. So many in the world today see precious little in the 

way of a viable alternative to their own often meaningless and 

hopeless existences.   As we read the OT, we discover that except for 

a remnant of the faithful, the Israelites began to live like the gentiles 

around them, worshipping their gods and adopting their customs, and 

in the process, forgetting the greatness and faithfulness of Jehovah, 

their God.  Similarly, how easy it is for us in our day to accommodate 

ourselves to a worldly system that has little use for God. How quickly 

we forget God’s faithfulness toward us, and how He yearns for a 

relationship not only with us, but with others still outside of Christ. This 

is why we are called to set aside time to worship God, to remember 

where we’d be without Jesus and to express hearts of gratitude 

for what God has done for us in Christ, with a view to reaching 

others as well.  

 



 4 

 Memorials remind us of the past, but also  … 

II. MEMORIALS REWARD US IN THE PRESENT. 

 Without what Jesus did in the past we would have little hope and 

comfort in the present.  As we look back on what Jesus has done for 

us, then we gain courage and faith to trust Him for today’s needs.  We 

can sing the hymn “Great Is Thy Faithfulness,” and mean it from our 

hearts, as we remember what Christ has done.  In that great hymn, we 

sing, “All I have needed, Thy hand hath provided,” and proclaim 

that we are we trusting God for what we need today.  Scripture 

declares again and again the faithfulness of God.  We serve the living 

God who was faithful in the past and will be in the future.  “My God 

shall supply all your needs, according to His riches in glory in 

Christ Jesus.” (Phil. 4:19).  Today, the church of Jesus Christ is 

being called to a renewal of our belief that we serve the living God who 

promises to provide all that we need. 

 A number of years ago I received a call from a friend from a 

former congregation that the 19 year old daughter of a mutual friend of 

ours had been tragically killed in a car accident in FL and that our 

mutual friend’s son, the driver of the car, was in critical condition.  Our 

friend’s daughter had such potential … a statement made by this 

bereaved father at his daughter’s funeral, I was told, amazed those 

present.  He said, “perhaps my deepest grief is knowing that I will 

never see what our daughter would have become for God.”  What 

a remarkable reaction to such a gut-wrenching loss!  My friend was 

able to remember all that God had done in and through his daughter’s 

brief life, in the midst of his own deep grief – an example of how 

remembering God’s faithfulness served as a present reward, or 

moment of comfort, in one of life’s darkest hours.  
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 God doesn’t promise us a rose garden.  Christians aren’t 

immune from the problems and tragedies of life. Yet, the good news is 

that He sees us through our darkest hours.  When we remember the 

past, God sees us through during our present hour of need, providing 

us with His peace, strength, and comfort to see us through. 

 

 The Passover ceremony that we read about in Exodus 12, told 

these Jews once a year to remember how AWESOME their God was 

in delivering Israel, and that He can still do so today!  This serves as 

a reminder for us at CoJ!  As we worship may we be mindful of 

the AWESOMENESS OF GOD, and come alive to His purposes in 

a fresh and vibrant way – not just once a year, but everyday - 

which is possible, because the Holy Spirit lives inside us, 

refreshing and renewing us. 

 I came across the term “Safety Valve Christians” a while back.  

I don’t remember exactly where I heard it, but essentially, a safety 

valve Christian is someone who goes to church and listens to sermons 

as a safety valve against suffering or tribulation – almost as though if 

one takes in enough of God’s Word, he or she will be insulated or 

immunized from any kind of adversity or suffering. Didn’t you know, ? 

things go better with God?  I wish it was that simple.  For example, 

Jesus says in John 16:33 –  

“… In this world you will have tribulation, (trouble) but be of good 
cheer, I have overcome the world.”   
 

Similarly, I Peter 4:12-13 says,  

“Dear friends, do not be surprised at the painful trial you are 
suffering, as though something strange were happening to you.  
But rejoice that you participate in the sufferings of Christ, so that 
you may be overjoyed when his glory is revealed. 
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The fullness of life in Christ is not heaven on earth, but a right 

now, everyday experience, as we celebrate the awesomeness and 

faithfulness of God through praise to God and service to others, even 

in the midst of our own suffering and trial. 

 

Memorials remind us of the past, reward us in the present, and … 

III. MEMORIALS ASSURE US OF THE PROMISED 

FUTURE. 

 A little further in the text, Exodus 12:24-25 says:  

“Obey these instructions as a lasting ordinance for you and your 
descendants.  When you enter the land that the Lord will give you 
as he promised, observe this ceremony.”  
 

 God is a God of promise.  He instructed Moses to lead His 

people out of Egypt “into a good and spacious land, a land flowing 

with milk and honey” (Exodus 3:8). God made a promise and He 

honored it.  Just as Moses, who led his people out of Egypt, and later 

Joshua, who led them into the promised land, saw that God kept His 

word, we too can believe the same.  We often need a memorial to 

remind us of God’s promise to never forsake us.  When you pray and 

read your Bible let it be a reminder to you of what your God has 

done and will do for you, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

 

CONCLUSION: 

 But as grateful as we are for our national freedom, won for 

us by those who made the supreme sacrifice, we must never 

forget that Jesus died for something more important still - Jesus 

died that we might have eternal life. In the story of the Passover, the 

blood of a lamb was marked on the doorposts and this caused the 
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destroyer to pass over the households that were marked, thus granting 

them life. This represented the cross of Jesus Christ, the instrument of 

death, upon which the very Lamb of God would give his own life, 

centuries later, that we, by faith in the sufficiency of His sacrifice, might 

live forever in God’s kingdom.  

 

 We should never forget our many soldiers who died for our 

freedom here in America, but most importantly we must never forget 

our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, who gave his own life on a cross 

that we might have the gift of eternal life.  Let us give thanks and 

praise.  A-men. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


