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January 5, 2020      2nd Sunday After Christmas         Col. 3:12-14         COJLBC 

 

  

Put On the Force Field of Love        
         by Mark Jarvinen 

 

Christians around the world have recently culminated the 

remembrance and celebration of a major high point in the church year - 

the incarnation of Jesus Christ.  "The Word became flesh and dwelt 

among us" is a statement filled with meaning and mystery for all true 

believers.  And now with the reality of Jesus’ coming fresh in our minds 

we begin a new year.  How then shall we live in light of Jesus’ coming? 

 

Author, Philip Yancey, in his book, The Jesus I Never Knew, 

recounts an incident in which President Richard Nixon, in 1969, got 

carried away with the excitement of the Apollo moon landing and crowed, 

"It's the greatest day since Creation!"  It was Billy Graham who 

reminded Nixon of Christmas and Easter.  Yancey, comments on this 

anecdote saying,  

"By any measure of history, Graham was right.  This Galilean, 
who in his lifetime spoke to fewer people than would fill just one of 
the many stadiums that Graham has filled in his lifetime as an 
evangelist, has changed the world more than any other person.  He 
introduced a new force field into history, and now holds the 
allegiance of a third of all people on earth." 

 

What was this new force field?  Was it his appearance or 

personal charisma?  Isaiah 53:2 answers that notion for us, saying: "He 

had no beauty or majesty to attract us to him, nothing in his 

appearance that we should desire him."  No, when it comes to external 

considerations, "unimpressive" is the operative word. 
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Was it his teachings?  True, his teachings were radical and 

superior, yet they were all based on the same scriptures used by the 

scribes and pharisees of his day.  Furthermore, C.S. Lewis, in his book 

God In the Dock, debunks the idea that Jesus was special simply 

because of his teachings.  Lewis writes:  

"We may note in passing that Jesus was never regarded as a 
mere moral teacher.  He didn't produce that effect on anybody who 
ever met him.  He produced mainly three effects: HATRED - TERROR 
- ADORATION.  There was no trace of people expressing mild 
approval." 

 

If it wasn't his appearance or teachings that cast such a spell over 

people, what was it?  It had to be his unconditional love.  Nobody loved 

like Jesus loved.  No one was too young or too old - too rich or too poor - 

too sinful or too sanctimonious - to be within the scope of his love.  We 

say that we are saved by the grace of God - God's free and unmerited 

acceptance of unworthy sinners like us.  Christ became the living 

embodiment of that grace.  Paul writes in Titus 2:11 - 

 "For the grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to all men."   

That grace appeared in the body of Jesus of Nazareth, who not only was born 

of humble beginnings, but later died a sacrificial death on behalf of sinful 

humanity. 

Unconditional love has a liberating effect on people.  In his book, 

Becoming A Whole Person In A Broken World, Ron Lee Davis tells about a 

young woman named Marie, who was admitted to a mental hospital in Europe. 

 She was in a terrible emotional state, having been reared by violent, abusive 

parents.  At age twelve, she had witnessed her mother and father in the midst 

of a drunken argument, fighting over a loaded gun.  Suddenly, the pistol fired, 

and before young Marie's eyes, her father fell dead. 
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Young Marie's mind snapped.  She was filled with pain, frustration, and 

hatred.  She retreated into a fantasy world, but it too was violent.  Marie would 

scream, scratch, hit, and curse at anyone who came near her.  She was 

placed in solitary confinement in a padded cell.  Several approaches were 

attempted to get through to her but all failed.  Finally the doctor decided to try 

a "catharsis therapy" which involved the patient venting her rage on 

someone else. 

 

A nurse named Hulda volunteered to be the victim.  Every day, Hulda 

would enter Marie's padded cell.  For a full hour, Marie would curse, kick, 

scream, hit, and scratch Hulda.  Then exhausted, Marie would crouch in a 

corner like a frightened animal, and the nurse Hulda, battered, bruised, and 

sometimes bleeding, would go to Marie and hold the child tenderly in her 

arms, rock her gently, and say over and over, `Marie, I Iove you.  Marie, I 

love you.'  Little by little, this message of love got through.  Little by little, 

Marie was able to respond with tears and affection.  And in time Marie was 

well.  She became a whole person.  She was healed by sacrificial love. 

On a deeper level, the kind of love that nurse Hulda gave to Marie is 

what God gives to us in Jesus Christ.  God Himself, acting in condescending 

love toward humanity by entering the "padded cell" of this world on Christmas 

Day; didn't stop there.  He died for us on a cross, shedding his blood in the 

ultimate act of sacrificial love.  The Bible says, "By his stripes, we are 

healed."  It's as if while enduring the pain of the cross, Jesus in his heart was 

holding us in his arms repeating the words, "I love you, I love you."  This 

sacrificial love of Christ for sinners furnishes the backdrop for our 

consideration of today's text from Colossians 3:12-14, around the theme: 

"Put On Love – The Forcefield of Christ.” 
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The words of the hymn, "When I Survey the Wondrous Cross" contain 

some memorable words about the love of Christ:   

See from his head, His hands, His feet, 
Sorrow and love flow mingled down; 
Did e'er such love and sorrow meet, 
Or thorns compose so rich a crown?" 

 
Were the whole realm of nature mine, 
That were a present far too small; 
Love so amazing, so divine, 
Demands my soul, my life, my all. 

 

The love of Christ that led him to the cross calls forth a response from 

us.   We can't remain neutral about what Christ has done for us.  It demands 

"my soul, my life, my all."  Paul is saying the same thing in Colossians 

3:12, where he writes:  

"Therefore, as God's chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe 
yourselves ...."   

 

And then after citing a list of virtues, he culminates with v. 14 –  

"And over all these virtues put on love, which binds them together 
in perfect unity."   

 
Paul is saying, since you are chosen as carriers of God's salvation plan 

and set apart for this noble task, having been dearly loved by God ... now put 

on love as the modus operandi in all your human relationships.  This call to 

love others certainly makes sense when compared with other portions of 

Scripture.  For example, Jesus said in John 13:34 & 35 –  

"A new command I give you:  Love one another.  As I have loved 
you, so you must love one another.  By this all men will know that you 
are my disciples, if you love one another."   
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In other words, love is the hallmark of our witness for Christ in the world.  

Similarly, I John 2:9 says –  

"Anyone who claims to be in the light but hates his brother is still 
in darkness."   

Furthermore, I John 3:14 says –  

"We know that we have passed from death to life, because we love 
our brothers."   

 
Love is undeniably a defining mark of any true Christian and can be 

used as a test of assurance for any believer. 

 

Put on love?  What does it really mean?  The language seems to 

suggest something as simple as taking off a dirty pair of jeans and putting on a 

clean pair.  Is love really that simple?  Those of us living in the real world know 

it's not.  I like Dan Allender's definition of love from his book, Bold Love, as 

"a sacrifice for the undeserving that opens the door to the restoration of 

relationship ...."  Sacrifice for the sake of anyone, especially for those who 

don't deserve it, is never easy.  But it is the one thing that opens the door to 

relationship.  Conversely, a refusal to lay down one's life for someone else, 

closes the door on relational oneness.  

 

It's so hard to love someone who we feel has wronged us.  It is much 

easier to shut down emotionally. To never again risk being hurt.  Dan 

Allender, whom I just mentioned, tells of a woman who in her childhood, 

bought her mother a gift of inexpensive glass earrings.  She spent hours 

making the card and wrapping the present.  Before dinner she gave this labor 

of love to her mother.  Her usually distracted, self-absorbed mother patronized 

her daughter and told her she would open it later.  After dinner, the child asked 

her mother if she had opened the gift yet.  Her mother said, "Honey, I'm 
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afraid I threw that little package away with the dinner trash.  I hope you're 

not upset."  This was but one example of how a mother ignored her 

daughter's joys and sorrows and so had created a context where this girl, at a 

young age refused to give her heart to anyone who might disappoint her or 

disregard her soul.  Now years later, not only was this adult client's mother-

daughter relationship profoundly empty, but her other relationships also lacked 

vigor, openness, and involvement.  It is likely that this condition will persist 

unless this person learns to love on the foundation of forgiveness.  Paul 

summarizes this in v. 13 of today's text where he writes:  

"Bear with each other and forgive whatever grievances you may 
have against one another.  Forgive as the Lord forgave you."  

 

It strikes me that it is not only in our families of origin that we need to 

learn to exercise love through forgiveness.  How about in the church?  I was 

a young pastor, my first experience at "flying solo."  The church had been 

badly fractured before I came and there was a need for deep healing.  Also 

needed were workers, willing to assume responsibility for our ministry and 

outreach into the community.  There was a woman in the church who seemed 

interested in only limited involvement and on her terms.  We needed Sunday 

School teachers, and children's ministry workers, and she would have been 

well qualified in either role.  But instead, she wanted to plan a father - son 

breakfast, featuring the University basketball coach, a man known as a 

Christian and a bit of a celebrity in town.  The day before the event was 

scheduled, she discovered that the coach hadn't written down the date and he 

was in Chicago on a recruiting trip.  I suggested we should postpone the 

event since our speaker was unavailable.  She became incensed that I 

even mentioned postponement.  She had some strings to pull and wonder of 

wonders the coach made his appearance the next morning at our breakfast.  
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From that moment on, however, I noticed that our relationship was strained.  

She became even more cool toward me, and sensing the tension, I tended to 

avoid her. Looking back, I can understand the reason for this breakdown of 

love.  I didn't come along side her in her moment of crisis, which caused her to 

see me as aloof and uncaring.  

 

I'd like to believe that if that incident repeated itself today, I'd be more 

supportive than I was, or at least have the courage to open up the issue after 

the fact instead of avoiding it altogether.   But in any case, putting on love 

would mean dying to my pride, owning my insensitivity, and seeking a 

reconciliation that would allow us to enjoy an open exchange of fellowship.  It 

would not involve merely sweeping the tension between us under the rug as if 

it never existed. 

 

Putting on love is not just a put on, pardon the pun.  It is not denying the 

existence of conflict between well intentioned people.  It is not hiding the hurt 

and retreating into withdrawal from any meaningful relationship with a person 

whom you have had conflict.  True Christian love is dependent on forgiveness 

- not first and foremost on our ability to forgive someone else, but on the fact 

that God could forgive us.  As Allender says in Bold Love,  

"The extent to which someone truly loves will be positively 
correlated to the degree the person is stunned and silenced by the 
wonder that his own huge debt with God has been cancelled."   

 

This is the new force-field that Christ has introduced into the world - the 

force-field of forgiving love that once experienced from God to person, enables 

us to love others person to person.  Families and church families will never be 

the same when this new force-field is put into play.     A-men. 
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